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The row over compensation

For attorneys who specialize in pressing workmen's
compensation claims: Abraham Markhoff, New York City
attorney (left). For the embattled New York

State Workmen's Compensation Board: Col. Solomon E. Senior,
board chairman. For Occupational Hazards: Henry Lefer,
eastern editor (right). The occasion: Exclusive

interviews to air sharply conflicting opinions about the

New York State workmen’s compensation system.

ADMINISTRATION of workmen’s compensation
in New York State is under verbal fire that crackles
even in the Governor’s mansion.

The attack comes from claimants’ attorneys, labor
groups, some physicians. They say the Workmen's
Compensation Board, on the excuse of streamlining
operations and reducing the number of lawsuits over
claims, is dealing to workmen off the bottom of the
deck.

The board’s defenders say the new methods give
faster, fairer awards without wasting time at unneces-
sary hearings and money in unnecessary legal fees.
They say employers benefit from lower insurance rates.
They charge the board’s enemies with being politically

inspired or with trying to protect, not workmen, but
a profitable business.

The fight is everywhere

The principles behind the row reach far outside
New York. You hear hot debates about them in Ohio,
in Louisiana, in Oregon, in Kansas. A general war over
compensation may be just getting under way as it
builds up fury in New York.

Back of the wordy heat is a 40-year-old debate over
the merits of the Ontario system of workmen’s com-
pensation. In Ontario, decisions of the Workmen’s
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